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SOBJlCTi  Report  of  flying  Saucer  Sighting 
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Chiefs  bglneerlng  and  Teohnioal  Divieiw 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer 
Departaent  of  the  Axny 
Vachingtoo  25»  D.  C. 

Attention I SlGQO-g 


The  attached  report  obtained  from  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  Weather  Rader  Research  Oroi^  mder  Contract  OA’'36- 
039  80*32033  with  the  Signal  Corps  Ehgineering  Laboratories^  is  for* 
warded  for  your  inforaation  and  possible  transmission  to  interested 
parties  within  the  U*  b*  Air  Force.  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  Weather  Radar  Research  0ro\9  has  been  requested  to  treat 
this  matter  as  "Restrietedi  Security  Information**  in  accordance  with 
AR  330*5*  It  is  understood  that  this  communication  eonstitutes  the 
firat  formal  report  on  this  occurrence. 


Incl. 

1.  Cy  of  Itr  fa  HIT 
dtd  6 Oct  *52 
2*  HIT  map  dtd  21 
Sep  »50,  0950E 


EDWIN  R. 

Brigadier  General^  USA 
Cconanding 
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Weather  Radar  Research  UlsJ^l  a 

Maseachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Department  of  Meteorology 


Room 


3-^781* 


October  6^  1952 


Director 

tYane  Signal  loboratoiy^  8(ZL 
Belmar^  Now  Jersey 

Attentiom  William  B*  OouXdi 

Meteorological  Braneb^  Sferlce  Section 

Dear  Ifr*  Oouldi 

Ve  haee  finally  diaeorered  our  records  eorering  the  *Flylng  Saucer" 
incident  of  21  September  1950.  The  incident  cane  about  in  the  following  vayt 

We  had  arranged  Infernally  with  the  Air  Weather  Sezrice  group  at  Otis 
Field  on  Cape  Cod  to  track  a pair  Jet  aircraft  (F-8U*s  I be  Hero)  at  35*000  ft* 
in  order  to  provide  then  with  an  estimate  of  their  wind  drift*  and  consequently 
winds  aloft  at  th^it  altitude.  1 ^ave  never  understood  why  the  gzuup  at  Otis 
Field  wanted  us  to  do  this*  and  don't  in  general  approve  of  using  our  radar 
systems  for  operatione  completely  dieoonnected  with  our  regular  line  of  woxk. 

This  instance  is*  I believe*  the  only  time  we  have  had  any  sueharrangenent  with 
a groTxp  at  Otis  Field* 

We  had  eotabliahed  radio  ccosmmlcatlonB  with  the  Jet  aircraft  on  our 
TV.  The  flxvt  radar  contact  vae  mdde  with  the  SCR*615-B  at  U5*mlle  range  ond 
285^  aslmuth.  As  the  aoeoiv^nylng  plot  shows*  the  F«61t's  were  flying  a straight 
and  level  eoune  at  250  HPH  indicated  air  speed  towards  the  northwest  (333^)* 

About  three  minutes  after  radar  contact*  ve  noticed  anothor  aircraft  signal  which 
appeared  to  be  flying  a oloaing  course  with  the  F-8U's.  Ue  notified  t}»  F-6U  pilots 
by  radio  to  watch  out  for  the  other  aircraft  which  was  closing  on  them  from  their 
left.  At  li*0  iBinutos  (all  tines  being  figured  from  the  first  radar  contact)  the 
two  signals  nearly  merged*  the  "Saucer"  crossing  the  track  of  the  F-6l4*8  about 
three  laUes  ahead  of  theni  but  the  pilots  of  the  F^^U's  reported  that  they  vexe 
unable  to  see  any  aircraft.  They  further  explained  that  there  was  a base  level 
below  them  and  so?ne  light  base  above*  so  tb‘;:t  the  vieibili^  near  their  flight 
level  nay  have  been  quite  poor.  The  other  aircraft  did  a very  snart)  turn  of  nearly 
270O  and  again  approached  the  F-Sli's  on  an  interoepdng  course  and  closed  with  then* 
as  far  ae  wo  could  tell  by  radar*  at  5*0  minutes.  Again  the  F-8U  pilots  were  unable 
to  see  any  other  aircraft.  The  "Flying  Saucer"  then  carried  on  straight  towards 
Cambridgei  but  our  radar  operators*  in  attemptix^  to  track  both  the  F^Sli's  and  the 
"Saucer"  lost  track  of  the  "Saucer"*  continuing  to  plot  the  F-Sli's  vp  to  9 minutes 
as  indicated* 

4 

* 

The  signal  strength  from  the  two  F«Slt*s  in  close  formation  was  approxi* 
■ately  two*thlrds  saturdtlon*  The  signal  from  the  "Saucer"  was  saturated. 
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ONCUSSIFIED 


TOt  DlrootoTf  SrAflitflcml  X«boratoiyf  6CEL  ' 20/6/$8 


Oar  boat  aatlmta  of  tho  spaod  of  tte  "Saueor*  voa  2?  ndloa  por  nlnuto. 
For  half  of  tide  one  alauto  during  vhiob  ve  were  tncklng  it,  it 

wee  encec^  1a  Ita  ahaxp  turn.  Tho  eoeolorotion  In  thie  turn  oofm  out  to  be 
11  or  12  0 aa  wall  aa  «e  can  figure  it* 


later  on  that  sane  daQr  (21  Septonber  19^0)  va  reeaived  a tolaphone 
ball  from  tie  WOathor  Offioor  at  Otia  Field  Tuttle)  inquiring  about  our 

obaorvutiona  • After  a brief  oonveraation  ho  aoleod  ua  to  treat  tha  matter  as 
"conCidential”  aa  far  ao  any  ganeral  publioity  w&e  ooncemed*  Tho  following 
day  we  had  a visit  from  two  nonCfron  tho  Uoaton  Offiee  of  Special  Invosticationa* 
X believe)  and  we  daaoribod  to  then  what  wo  ebaerved  oeaan^ally  aa  it  la  doa« 
oribod  above*  We  have  not  reported  thia  obaorvation  to  any  other  group  up  to 
this  date* 


Very  tiuly  yeure» 
WEATIER  HADA£  RESE3UCH 
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DISPOSITION  FORM 


nuNO. 


SVUCCT 


SIOOO-M*! 


TO  rOOM  _ 

Coom&dlnc  Offie«r  CSlgO 

Slsml  Corps  Intel  llgonoo 
Rocn  S0&2,  Mein  Nayy 
IRLahlneton*  D*  C* 


Report  of  Plyine  Sauoer  Sigbtias 


CSlgO  S8  Hot  1962  WMHEHt  NO.  1 

y Hhedoz^78909 


!•"  Tha  attaohed  report  it  forwarded  for  your  infomation  and  for  forwarding  to 
Air  Foree  Intelligenoe  Agenoy* 

e 

8«  It  !■  understood  that  the  Air  Foroe  treats  informtion  of  this  type  with  a 
high  olassifloation.  If  it  is  desired  that  H.  I*  under  Signal  Corps  oontrsct, 
oonsider  this  infonnation  as  higher  than  Restrieted  Security  Infonaation,  this  offio 
should  be  adrised  in  order  that  appropriate  direotiTes  nay  be  prepeired* 

rat)  Twe  otTRp.  EManiEERINa  AHD  technical  DZ7IS10NI 
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21  Hot  52, 


SCSL, 
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StBJECTt 


(28  Rov  52) 

Report  of  FlTing  Saucer  Sighting 


THRUt 

TOi 


APQIR-2A2 
Pentagon  Annex  3 
Air  Teohnioal 
Intelligence  Center 
Wright  Field,  Ohio 

1.  Forvarded 


FRCMt  3CIA 


DATS  I 


00 


17  DC:  1952 

Comment  No.  2 
Stllmar/66l58/tl 


2.  Ch€0*aoteriatiOB  of  the  SCR< 
2750-2850  mo)  are  tabulated  on  page 
Radiation  Data  (No*  TR-EL-20-2). 


615-B  radar  set  (frequency  range 
404  of  ATIC  report  Electromagnetic 


3*  Your  advice  is  requested  as  to  issue  raised  in  paragraph  2 of 
Comment  No,  1, 
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Commanding 


WNCLArsiFIED 


f 

3 


f 


i 


Ltr,  DO  iX,  Fil»  No.  1D->03I  24-0,  datod  6 Oot  60,  Spot 
Ihtalllgonoo  Rpt»  fubjt  UnoonTontionaX  Aircraft 


8 Inela  t y \ • * 

AMO  Routing  and  *Rqd  Sheet 

•ubjt  Sighting  of  Unidentified  Airborne  Object 

U oy)  , 

Rpt  of  Sif^ting  of  Unidentified  Airborne  Object 
by  JOSEPH  V.  CONNBDLT 
(1  oy) 
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lD*Oai  24-0-175 


6 ^otobar  1950 


SPOT  IRTELLICrayCK  REPORT 


SUBJECTS  Tin oon rent ional  4ij»oraft 


TO  I 


Director  of  Special  Xnveatigatlona 
Readquartora  U3^ 

Waahlngton  26,  C« 


!•  SYROPSISt  Unconventional  aircraft  reported 
alghted  by  Maaa*  Institute  of  Technology  radar  observer 
on  1 21  September  1050  between  Provincetown»  Masa.f  and 
^a  lale  or  Shoala*  (Evaluation  F-2) 


On  29  September  1950»  Mr.  

Aasoeiate'»  **Weather  Radar  Project" 
(uTs^signalCorps  Contract)^  Mass.  Institute  of  Technol* 
ogXt  advised  this  District  that  while  tracking  P-86 
aircraft  by  means  of  radar,  that  an  unidentified  object 
was  also  tracked  on  the  radar  screen  at  approximately 
0945  hours,*  21  Septem^r  1950.  In  view  of  the  apparent 
qualifications'  of  as  an  abserver,  it  was  deemed 

advisable  to  interview  two  other  witnesses  to 

obtain  firsthand  Information  as  to  the  sighting.  Report 
of  interview  conducted  on  3 October  1950  by  S/A  THQiiAS 
R.  YANDOH  l^^^tA^ed  as  Inclo’sure  #1.  Inclosure  i^2  was 
provided  by^HHB^tO  S/A  YANDOH.  It  was  delivered  to 
VaRDOH  by  JOSEPH  V.  CONNELLY  by  whoa  written.  In  view 
of  technical  detail  contained  in  inolosures  #1  and  * 

it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  summarize  such  Infor- 
station  in  this  paragraph. 


3. 

dated  8 F 
ducted  by 


ACTION!  In  accordance  with  AFCSI  Letter  #85, 

Feb  50,  no  further  Investigation  is  being  con- 

y this  District  Office.  powNGRADSn  AT  3 YEAR  INTERVALS: 

DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 

DQD.  DIK  5200.10 


UI^CLASSIFIED  . 


R.  S.  BOWER 
Colonel,  U3AP 
District  Commander 
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Sighting  of  Ihiident^ fled  Airborne  Cfcjeot 


^RIBL  COMMAND 


ID-OSI  24- 


01  strict  Commander 

1st  District  061  (IG)  USAF 

Westorer  AFB^  Mass* 


Dctachnont  CocBRonder  October 

Detachment  "B",  1st  District  031  (13) 
Rm«  826*  65  Tremont  Street 
Boston*  Itiss* 


60 


la  ^I^^^^^^BH^HNyeiResearoh  Assooiate*  Itissachi^setts  Institute 
of  Technology*  Cambridge*  Itass**  was  Intenrlowed  2 October  1960  concerning 
his  reported  sitting  of  an  unidentified  airborne  object  on  21  September  1960# 
He  has  been  vdth  tiaasaohusette  Institute  of  Toohnology  as  a Research  Assooiate 
since  1946*  also  holds  the  position  of  Staff  Yfoather  Officer  v/ith  tho 

67th  Fighter  l&ssaohusetts  Air  national  Guard*  and  has  worked  with  radar 

sinoe  1943*  His  rank  with  the  Air  National  Guard  is  that  of  l!aJor  and  his 
serial  number  is 


2*  ^e  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  written  on 

27  September  1950  to  a I^jor  TUTTLE*  Staff  V/ealher  Offioer*  33rd  Fighter 
Wing*  Otis  Air  Foroe  Base*  Ilassi 

”An  exceedingly  pussling  event  ocourod  during  the  3rd 
run  when  the  planes  were  heading  northr/est  at  30*000  feet* 

(see  attached  sketch)*  Vfe  picked  up  another  plane  (?)  in  the 
radar  bean  traveling  about  due  north  on  a converging  course 
toward  *ttie  P 86*s*  It  was  moving  very  rapidly  and  I told  tho  — 
pilots  about  it*  its  range  and  direotlon  from  them*  The  echo 
caught  up  Adth*  passed*  and  then  crossed  the  course  of  the  86' s , 
suddenly  went  into  a very  tight  (for  the  speed)  turn  to  the  I 
right*’  headed  back  toward  Boston  and  i^ssed  directly  over  our 

flight*  (perhaps  went  under)*  The  sketch  represents  as  closelv 

as  we  can  remember*  the  relative  positions  of  the  two  planes*  I * 
Two  other  observers  were  with  ms  at  *ttie  time  and  we  havo  oheoked 
over  the  facts  rather  closely*  Tho  pilots  will  undoubtedly  | 
recall  the  incident*  They  said  they  didn't  see  anjrbhir^  which  i 
is  not  too  surprising  considering  the  speed. of  the  object  and 
the  fact  that  it  may  have  passed  several  thousand  feet  above  or  . 
below  them  and  still  looked  like  coincidence  to  the  radar* 

Figuring  conservatively*  the  speed  of  tho  ctojoot  was  approximtely 
1200  mi^*  and  the  centrifugal  foroe  exerted  on  tho  ship  during  the 
turn  eunounted  to  something  more  than  five  g's*  It  gave  an  ex- 
cellent radar  echo  rhich  could  not  be  mistaken  for  anything  else 
and  in  all  respects  except  for  the  velocl^.^eemed  a normal  radar 
target*  It  passed  out  of  the  bean  while  we  continued  to  track 
our  fli(^t*  but  we  focussed  on.lt  again  for  a fer^  seconds  shortly 
after  and  it  was  rapidly  approaching  Boston*  H7e  went  back  to  the 
86' s sinoe  we  hesitated  to  leave  them  for  toe  long*  but  now  I wish 
we  had  taken  some  accurate  velooi'ty  measurements  when  wo  had  the 
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AND  REC 


COMMAND 


Sighting  of  ttiidantiflod  A3.rbome  Objaot 


Dj  strict  ComnAndar 
1st  District  C6I  (IQ) 


Dataohnent  Cosnmndar 
Dataohmant  "B" 


SAfl 


1U-06I  24- 


3 Oot  50 


^ 1 

(C<mt»d) 


**ohanoa  and  takan  tha  risk  of  losing  tha  fll(^t« 

"Tha  ^ole  thing  doasn*t  seem  to  make  sense  as  you  * 
idlX  dlsoorer  when  you  refleot  a moment  about  lt«  It  was 
very  evldentally  an  interoeption  of  some  sort  on  our  flight, 
but  whatT  The  turn  was  utterly  fantastlo,  I don't  think  the 
human  frame  oould  absorb  it,  but  if  the  object  was  radio  oon- 
trollad,  it  had  no  particular  business  flying  on  such  courses 
on  planes  occupied  on  legitimate  business*  A few  rough  oalou- 
lations  oonoeming  oontrol  surfaces,  angles,  etc*  only  adds  to 
the  pussle  that  this  object  must  have  been  entirely  unconvention 
in  many  and  basic  respeots*  Perhaps  the  thing  that  bothers  me 
the  most  is  that  it  gave  a very  good  radar  echo,  urtiioh  impllos 
irregular  surfaces  and  conparitively  large  sise,  large  enough 
so  the  pilots  Mght  have  had  a good  ohonoe  to  see  it, 

"It  seems  highly  probable  -(hat  I may  be  poking  into  some- 
thing that  is  none  of  my  business,  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  may 
be  sanething  that  the  Air  Force  would  like  to  know  about  if  it 
doesh*  t already*  I wish  j'ou  would  take  the  matter  up  with  your 
intelligonoe  officer  or  0*0*  and  get  their  reactions*  The  whole 
thing  has  us  going  nuts  here  and  we  don't  know  whether  to  talk 
about  It  or  keep  our  mouths  shut*  thitil  I hoar  from  you  we  will 
do  the  latter* 

"Perhaps  we  oould  run  another  mission  for  the  purpose  of 
luring  it  out  again  and  this  time  track  it,  or  at  least  get  your 
pilots  close  enough  for  a look-  they'd  never  oatch  it  I'm  sure* 

"^ere  are  many  moz*e  little  details  whioh  I haven't  bothered 
to  include  oonoeming  this— mostly  scope  indications  and  suoh* 

"Please  let  me  hoar  from  yox\  soon* 

Re^rds, 


eported  that  he  lator  disoussed  this  matter  with  TITTTLE  by  telephone 
and  TUTTLS  advised  him  that  the  matter  was  to  -bo  considered  confidential  and 
that  in  all  probability  someone  from  Otis  Air  Force  Base  would  contact  him 
oonoeming  it*  Todate,  he  has  not  been  approached  by  anyone  from  the  33rd 
Fighter  Wing*  advised  further  that  the  information  has  not  been  released 

to  th,  no^papor..  UNCLASSiflED 
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Slcht^Bs  of  lM.denti.fl«d  Alrborno  CbjUklCLASSlFl 


Dlftriot  Commandar 
1st  District  061  (10) 


Oataohnant  Com 
Dataohmant  ”B” 


Mi  ImiUm  to  itoM  •* 


ID-CCI  24- 


3 Oct  50 


S*^^0iRPadvlsod  that  tha  nlssjon  roferred  to  in  the  oxtraot  set 
forth  abovo  oonslstad  of  trro  P-86  aircraft  fly^.nj  botvvoan  Provircetown# 
l£a88»«  northj  to  tha  Isle  of  Shoals*  Tliese  aircraft  >7ere  tracked  and 
guided  b^i^iftP^Dad  ttvo  associates  who  were  operating  an  SCR  615-B  Signal 
Corps  Radar  Unit  at  Bldg*  24  on  ihe  llassachusotts  Institute  of  Technology 
campus*  The  purpose  of  this  mission  was  to  attempt  to^st^lish  vdnd 
▼alooity  and  was  done  as  a porsonal  favor  for  TUTTLE*  eotimated  the 

spaed  of  tha  object  sifted  on  both  tha  *R  Scope*  and  the  *PPI  Scope*  at 
approidmately  1320  miles  per  hour*  The  object  r/as  sighted  at  0952  Eastern 
Standard  Time  at  on  altitude  that  could  only  be  estimated  to  be  betc;een 
26*000  and  50*000  feet  or  30*000  and  55*000  feet*  T}ie  two  F-86's  v;ere 
flying  at  50*000  feet*  and  it  oould  not  be  determined  on  the  r^a^ao^een 
whether  the  objeot  was  above  or  below  the  flight  of  F-86*  s*^iRflBQeaorlbed 
the  objeot* 8 maneuvers  as  being  a porfoot  interceptor  pass*  The  attached 
'Winds  Aloft  Computation  Chart*  in^oatos  the  0010*86  of  the  objeot*  as  out- 
lined in  ink*  It  will  be  noted  that  the  object  was  last  kr.otm  to  be  heading 
towards  the  shore  lino  in  a direction  that  would  permit  it  to  pass  over  Salem* 
Ifass*  In  connection  Tdth  -the  *Tdnds  Aloft  Computation  Chart**  the  follov,lr.g 
information  was  given  by  LIUDA  concerning  his  observations*  as  related  to 
this  ohartt 

"l*  Objeot  first  detected  at  about  point  A when  F-86*s 
were  about  at  A*  on  converging  course  and  rapidly 
overtaking  F-86*s* 

2*  Objeot  crossed  track  of  F-66*s  about  two  irdles 
ahead  of  them*  about  at  point  B* 

# 

3*  Objeot  omitlnuad* out  to  north*  then  began  a turn 
to  ri^t  crossing  directly  over  or  under  F-86's  at 
C and  headed  in  toward  Bon ton* 

CERTAIN  FEATURES 


1*  Crossing  point  at  3 was  2^  miles  ahead  of  F-86*s« 

2*  Turn  of  object  was  to  tho  right* 

5*  Objeot  did  not  go  ovor  39  miles  (did  not  cross  40 
mile  range  mrker)  from  !HT* 


UNCU^SSIFIED 
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tN|f 


I *•***  Sightins  of  %il dentd fl od  Alrborno  Objoot  ID-OSI  24- 

^ D]  striob  Connnondor  ****  Dotaohmont  Cotimwidor  ****  3 Oot  50  j 

1st  District  031  (IC-)  Dotoohnont  "B"  (Cont'd) 

"4»  Object  passed  directly  over  or  tmdor  P-86*s 
(echoes  merged  on  bo^  R and  PPX  scopes)* 

— * 5*  Object  was  not  a hydrometeor  of  any  sort— gave 

steady^  soil'd'  echo  of  moderate  strengl^* 


UNCERTAIN  FACTCRS 


$ 


!•  Time  between  B and  C bellsyed  to  be  about  one 
minute  and  fifteen  seconds  (assumed  1 minute)* 


2*  Radius  of  turn  nay  be  pomevdiat  larger  or  smaller » 
but  not  appreciably* 

S*  Escaot  asimuths  of  points  B and  0 amy  be  £ lO®*"" 


4*o^BI^  adyised  that  he  was  in  touch  wl'tti  the  pilots  of  the  P-86  aircraft 
by  VHP  radio  during  the  period  the  unidentified  object  appeared  on  the  radar 
scope*  and  was  later  advised  by  the  pilots  that  they  had  not  seen  the  object* 

The  following  information  pertains  to  the  P-86  aircraft  at  approximately  the 
time  the  unldontlfied  object  was  sighted: 

R\m  ifZ  Pressure  altitude  30*000  ft* 


Free  Air  Temp*  - 20®C* 


Indicated  Air  Speed*  260  MPR* 
Corrected  Air  Speed*  420  I.!PH* 


Time  of  Run*  537*6  seconds  « *149  hr* 


Length  of  Run*  62*5  IHles* 

True  Ground  Speed*  419  HPR* 

Compass  Course  333® 

% 

l!agnetio  Course  330® 

Corrected  Course  314® 

True  Course  329® 
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AIR  RRIKL  COMMAND 

*jgs^yNOfeASSlFIEP»r  n*  “ 


« itlMl  M Mrtr  Ml  Nm. 
•PM*  ■ MPitaM  mh  m 


Sl^tlnc  of  Ifeidontlfiod  Airborne  Ohjeot 


Dlatrlot  Cannunder 
1st  Dlstriot  061  (10) 


Detachnant  CCTirramder 
Dataohnent  "B" 


U rtiM  •#  dfMimi 


kf  flM 


ID-OSI  24» 


3 Oot  50 


mam  no. 

(Cont*d) 


S«  Brookton*  UaB8*«  tdio  is  an 

Analyst  a^^i^7eather  sSida^ProJaoffi^BBsaohuaette  Institute  of  Teohno- 
logy^  Pychestor»  }tis8*p  an  Eleotronlcs 

Taohniolan  nith  the  same  project^  were  'v<rit)^||R[Pplt  the  time  ti^objeot  \7as 
slated  and  oould  add  nothing  to  the  Information  furnished  by^^^Ra^o'Both 

▼Ised  that  they  had  actually  seen  the  object  in  the 
radar'  soopes  and  bould  Torl^^H^B^s  statements  • 

6*  The  luunes  of  the  pilots  flying  the  missicm  were  not  Imoim* 

7^^^^B0idri 8 ed  that  he  had  discussed  with  TUTTLE  the  possibility  of 
running  a sisd  lar  mission  in  the  near  future  in  an  attempt  to  gatlier  additional 
data  in  the  event  the  unidentified  objoot  should  roappear*  LI6DA  regretted 
very  sincerely  his  failxire  to  use  motion  picture  cameras  that  may  be  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  radar  set* 

e 

8«  It  was  apparent  to  the  undersigned  that  many  people  at  ^Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Teohnology  arc  familiar  with  this  sighting  and»  as  a result^  an 
account  of  it  may  eventually  appear  in  the  newspapers* 
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